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Description
This trip to southern Italy is designed for Latin students who are interested in exploring the ancient sites studied in the series of Latin classes we offer.  We consider this a field study experience for our Latin students, focusing on sites in Rome for the first part of the trip and then traveling south to Pompeii, Herculaneum, Paestum, Mr. Vesuvius, Capri, and Naples.  The trip will span approximately 12-14 days, with a targeted departure of Sunday, March 25th pending flight arrangements once the group is selected.

We expect that this trip will cost each student approximately $4,100 (at the current rate of Euro exchange, cost of fuel and surcharges, all of which will fluctuate a lot between now and the time we leave), including all travel, hotel, and food expenses.  Once the participants are selected they will have a week to accept their place on the trip. On November 1st, student accounts will be charged a non-refundable $1,500 deposit to cover flight and hotel reservations. 

Unfortunately, space is limited.  Selecting the students for this trip is extremely difficult.  Therefore, we ask each applicant to fill out the application form (attached) thoughtfully.  The deadline for the application is Friday, September 28, 2018.  Please turn it in to Kelli, Neal or Sarah M.  Prior to the application due date, parents and students can direct any questions to group leaders.  A parent information night will be scheduled for the selected participants at a later date.


Educational Objectives 
Experiential:
By providing Latin students the opportunity to walk in, touch and be ensconced in all things ancient Roman for two weeks, students grasp the architectural scope of the buildings, the engineering of the structures, and the political clout of a culture that is otherwise very abstract and removed from their daily life, since it dates from 3000 years ago.

Challenge:
The physical, emotional, social, and academic challenges of this trip compel students to grapple with cultural differences, urban demands and risks, and the importance of personal care and responsibility in travelling with a group.


Group Process:
Working as a group collaboratively for six months lays the foundation for a cooperative and committed group, which understands the value of each spoke in order to make the entire wheel run smoothly each day.

Reflection:
Daily journal writing follows each evening’s group meeting as we reflect on the day’s experiences and prepare for the challenges of the next.  Each student will contribute to the Daily Travel Blog, describing the day’s archeological points of interest.

Special Considerations: 
In order for students to get the most out of this experience the following expectations must be met:
Attendance: participants must attend F-Day Club meetings, to learn basic Italian, to orient themselves to the sites and the city of Rome, and to research the specific ruins and museums we will be visiting.  These meetings will take place in the Villa (South Annex).

Commitment: personal responsibility and commitment to the group are vital to the success of this adventure.  We will be assessing each student’s level of interest and long-term involvement for suitability for such a serious undertaking.  We reserve the right to make changes in participants based on our judgment of student responsibility.

Preparation: thorough preparation of personal documents/materials for travel, learning Italian, researching sites, working cooperatively, respectfully, and supportively with others, and meeting all deadlines and commitments reflect student responsibility.

Event Date(s): 
[bookmark: _GoBack]12-14 days beginning on March 24th, final itinerary pending flight arrangements after the group is selected.

Cost: 
$4100
Additional financial aid options for Extended Education Project Week experiences are available through our Office of Financial Aid please contact our Director of Admissions and Financial Aid, Lou Sabino, at lsabino@overlake.org or (425) 868-6191 ext. 616

Open to Grades: 
9, 10, 11, 12


Instructors: 
Neal Iezzi
Kelli Pleskac
Sarah Mansour




Ancient Field Studies Application
[image: ]Please return your completed application in hard-copy to 
Neal Iezzi or Sarah Mansour by 2:45 on September 28

Please address the following questions on a separate sheet and attach them to your application.
Part I
1) Briefly discuss your general interest in becoming a member of the Ancient Field Studies Project Week group.  Please be as honest and open as possible.  People travel for a number of reasons, and all individuals will be considered.

2) What do you feel you can bring to the group?  What are your strengths as a group member?

3) With as much detail as possible, please describe your own personal goals for the trip.  What do you hope to take from this experience?  What to you hope to bring back with you?


Part II

Whether we are traveling with family or friends in a new country, we always come across a few universal impositions.  First and foremost, we do not get to make the rules in a home that is not ours.  Travel means that we need to adapt to new surroundings with an open mind, positive attitude and curiosity. With this in mind, try to think of how you feel/think about the following questions:
1) This trip represents a significant period of time away from home and family. How well do you feel you are prepared for being away for this length of time?  


2) How do you remain flexible when faced with changes in schedules and activities or with the compromises necessary to be part of a group for this length of time?  


Thank you for applying for the 2019 Ancient Field Studies project!
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